
 

 

 



 

 

TTOWNOWN  WWALLALL  MMURALURAL    

~ ~ Parking lot between Brown and Park Streets  

C ÒÏÓÓÒÏÁÄÓȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒËÅÔÐÌÁÃÅ -ÕÒÁÌ΅ was  completed 

in 1996 by the Town Wall Muralists 

Mariah Fee and Francesca Samsel,  with 

the assistance of volunteers. Repre-

sented on this 1,000 square foot out-

door painting are 62 identifiable peo-

ple, places and items that formed 

Peekskill's historic past, touching the 

lives of each generation since the 

1800s. A booklet issued by the Peekskill 

Chapter of American University Women 

describes each image, and is  available  

at  the Field Library. 

 

EELKLK'' SS  BBUILDINGUILDING    ~  ~  1038 Brown Street    

T he Peekskill Lodge #744 of the International Elks Club                 

completed this Classical Revival structure topped by a bronze elk 

in 1903. The ceremonial Lodge 

Room located on the top floor 

reveals an early 1900s grandeur 

with its deep   wainscoting and 

wood beam   ceiling arches that 

support and display a grand 

open room. The Peekskill Elks 

organization has provided conti-

nuity and service to community 

life since 1901.  
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FFORMERORMER  MMASONICASONIC  LLODGEODGE                ~~  1016 Brown Street 

F reemasons were active in 

P eek sk i l l  f r om  1793 ,        

when early members were 

Revolutionary War patriots such 

as John Paulding and Pierre Van 

Cortlandt. Fashioned as a meeting 

lodge for the Fraternal Order of 

Masons in 1926, this historic 

structure was designed by 

Peekskill architect and former 

City Mayor Ralph Hopkins, who 

also drew the plans for Peekskill 

City Hall. Note the detailed cornice, the medieval figures with shields, 

and the intricate details around the doorway arch that are used to 

create a medieval and fort-like impression. A devastating fire in January 

2001 gutted the Paramount East building. It has since been renovated 

for various offices, art studios and services. 
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PPARAMOUNTARAMOUNT  CCENTERENTER  FORFOR  THETHE  AARTSRTS  ~ ~ 1008 Brown Street  
Following the era of silent movies, the Paramount Company built this 

movie palace in 1930 to provide the new film sound technology           

(or "talkies") to be appreciated in the best auditorium theater space 

they could create. The first motion picture to play here was "The Big 

Pond," starring Maurice Chevalier and Claudette Colbert. The 

Paramount Center for the Arts has been operating in the building since 

1982, providing a diverse range of programming including top musical 

performances.  

An independent film program has become 

a reliable entertainment experience. The 

exterior of the Paramount building has a 

curious  mix of Tudor design elements and 

a bold well-lit theater marquee. The      

interior offers visual appeal and excellent 

acoustics  as a reminder of classic vintage 

opera houses.  



 

 

RRILEYILEY  BBUILDINGUILDING  ~  ~  104 South Division Street 

T his 1874 corner building illustrates the late 19th century             

commercial development of the village. The Post Office was      

located on the first floor until 1915. Some of the other enterprises     

located here over the years    

included two Peekskill news-

papers: the DAILY UNION and the   

PEEKSKILL BLADE. It was also 

home to the State Line         

Telephone Company. The Riley 

insurance and real estate     

business owned and occupied 

this site for many years.  

 

PagePage  33 

 

FFLATLAT  IIRONRON  BBUILDINGUILDING      
~ 101-107 South Division Street  

The upper floors are entirely 

occupied as artist studios, 

an art gallery and exhibit 

space for downtown artists. 

With a construction date of 

about 1910, it was known  

until recently as the James 

Dempsey Building.  The     

triangular  building , in a   

simple  Renaissance Revival 

conforms to its triangular block that is shaped as a "flat iron." A Ford 

car  dealer-ship was located here in 1915. Formerly the Wishing Well  

Bookstore, the current Peekskill Coffee House has enlivened this  cor-

ner for several years. 



 

 

HHERMAXERMAX  BBUILDINGUILDING    ~ ~ 27 South Division Street 

T his commercial  corner structure of 1930 wraps around the block 

onto Brown Street. The second floor that was once occupied by 

Peekskill doctors and lawyers is now utilized as artist studios. The 

street level storefront was once a Woolworth's  retail store, and  the        

independent Tuller's Department Store in the 1950s & 60s. This large 

space is now undergoing restoration  and enhancement into an          

enchanting musical performance space by the Ford Piano enterprise. 

 
 

BBROWNROWN  PPLAZALAZA  ~ Corner of Division and Park Streets    

T he downtown Gazebo 

(with its Hudson River 

sloop weather vane atop) 

stands on a small triangle of 

land where a bronze plaque 

identifies it as Brown Plaza, 

dedicated in 1913 to the Brown 

ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ: Misses 

Phoebe, Esther and Elizabeth. 

Their grandfather, Nathaniel 

Brown, was a Peekskill mer-

chant and Quaker, industrialist 

and landowner of the late 

1700s. As you stand on this 

site, note the buildings across Park Street with names and dates on the 

cornices: "The Eleanor," "Dimond Building 1914," and "Ballard Building 

1915."  
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